
4 COLUMN KWL:  The Vocabulary of Complex Understanding 
 

With regard to instruction to increase understanding, mark an “X” in the column that best demonstrates your 

understanding and/or use of the word or issue. 

VOCABULARY/ISSUE 
KNOW & USE 

EASILY 

KNOW, BUT 
NEED SOME 

HELP 

HEARD OF 
BUT NEED 

MORE INFO or 
DON’T USE 

NEVER HEARD 
OF or 

DON’T HAVE A 
CLUE 

1. Knowledge     
2. Understanding     

3. Explanation     
4. Interpretation     

5. Application     

6. Perspective     
7. Empathy     

8. Self-Knowledge     
9. Authentic Assessment     

10.  Justify     

11.  Performance     
12.  Importance (or non-

importance) 
    

13.  Viewpoints     

14.  Prejudice/projection     
15.  Transferability     

 


